
Life in Japan;  Then and Now 

One of the many beautiful moments 

captured of Mount Fuji, Kitiyama 



Introduction 

Japan is a beautiful and welcoming place, filled with 

delicious food and breath-taking scenes.  While it may be a 

popular country for tourists across the world, what is it 

like to live there during it’s peak as a country and what 

was it like for generations before? 
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Feudal Japan 

The feudal period of Japan (1185-1868) was a time 
period when the daimyo (wealthy, powerful individuals 
and one of the great lords at the time) and their 
militaries rose to power and soon ruled Japan.  While 
the  Yamato family stayed emperor, the daimyo and 
militaries belittled them with their overwhelming  
power.  Feudal Japan played a huge role of the 
evolution of Japan. 

 

(the Yamato where the emperors at the time but 
where being overthrown by the daimyo/samurais and 
warlords – militaries ) 





1900s  

With feudal Japan ending many major changes took 

action. Economical, political and overall changes in the 

society were made. Many years later Japan struck a 

mine and were struggling greatly. Between 1930 and 

1932 Japan experienced the deepest economic 

struggle in modern history. This was called the Showa 

Depression. To make matters worse, in 1934 rural 

communities were hit by famine, especially Tohoku in 

the northeast of Japan.  Backlash and criticism against 

the government erupted soon after because of the 

lack of supplies ect being distributed. 





Before The War  

Japan’s economic growth is considered a miracle, 
as before the war Japan was still a dictatorship 
and was – in what seemed like –crippling debt.  
Every day was a struggle fuelled only by hope. 
When it was the lowest of the lows, the 
devastating days of August 6th and 9th came. The 
atomic bombs have just been dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki – propelling Japan into 
the better, brighter future unknowingly.  

While the hopeless times of sadness, fear and 
anger will the never be forgotten, it made Japan 
stronger and better as a country.  

 



Remains after Hiroshima bomb detonated  



Feudal Japan Modern Japan 

 Empire 

 Samurais and clans  

 Dynasties 

 Shogun and Emperors 

(Until feudalism was 

abolished Shoguns were the 

“real” rulers of the country 

and emperors actually had 

less power and say than 

Shoguns) 

 

 Democracy 

  Built their economy from 

the ground up 

  Inviting and filled with 

different cultures and 

communities  

 National pride – The 

Sakura Tree and Red Sakura 

trees ( cherry blossoms) 



  



Conclusion 
Overall,  there has been a huge change in 

economy, lifestyle, society and many more 

things in Japan. Tough times proved it’s 

resilience  but also brought together many 

communities to look past the past and to 

let go.   


